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" When chronic inflammation takes place primarily, it generally is seated in the internal texture of the organ, and often gives rise to but few local symptoms, and but little constitutional disturbance. But chronic is a term which conveys with it no precise' idea, and-merely signifies a slow state of inflammatory disorder, presenting every grade, from that state of disease which may be considered as only slightly deviating from the healthy action, "and which may continue for a great length of time, giving rise to various organic changes, to that which runs its course rapidly, and terminates, either one way or another, in a very few weeks. When this form of inflammation remains after the more acute phenomena have been subdued, it has generally its seat in the substance of the liver, but not uniformly : it may be seated in the surfaces; for the active inflammation, which has been followed by the efl'usion of coagulable lymph upon the surface of the organ, and the formation of adhesions between it and adjoining parts, may be, to a certain extent, rekindled, after it has been altogether or nearly extinguished, and the vascular action reinduced may assume a slow and sub-acute form.
It should also be recollected, that, although .chronic inflammations of the liver may follow upon acute attacks, the latter may also supervene to the former, and actually do so on many occasions, particularly when the patients have been exposed to energetic exciting causes, or to an injudicious regimen and treatment. This should always be kept in mind during the treatment of both acute and chronic forms of inflammation of the liver; for it should be an object of importance with the practitioner to prevent active inflammation from degenerating into chronic, and the chronic from being converted into active disease." 4/0.
Chronic inflammation of the organ in question generally commences with, and must necessarily be accompanied by, deranged function of the same. TI10 biliary secretion is either depraved in quality, or its flow into the duodenum obstructed.
It is seldom in due quantity, though occasionally it seems overabundant?a phenomenon which our author thinks is owing to a previous impediment to its free egress from the liver. 
